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1.—IiTTEODTJCTIOlT. 

While during the last five years scholars in the north have been dis-
cussing the voyages of the Cabots ; in the south, an acrimonious con-
troversy was carried on by politicians concerning the coasts of Vene-
zuela and Guiana, the scenes of the discoveries of Columbus, Hojeda 
and Pinzon. The question has now been settled^ but it would seem 
that civilization has not gained as much, during the last four hundred 
years, as might have been expected, inasmuch as political recklessness 
nearly resulted in bringing on a war between the United States and 
Great Britain. Patient statesmanship averted that crime and the con-
troversy was at last referred to a tribunal of arbitration and a great 
calamity to civilization was prevented. 

The diplomatic documents cited in support of the claim of Vene-
zuela go back to the very earliest years of the discovery of the New 
"World. With the direct question of the boundary between Venezuela 
and British Guiana, now happily settled, the present paper is not con-
cerned; but indirect questions were raised, interesting to every student 
of early American history, and therefore, of early Canadian history, for 
the history of Canada strikes its roots as deep down into the centuries as 
does the history of any part of the continent. Before Columbus 
touched the mainland near the Boca de la Sierpe, Cabot had coasted the 
shores of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. 

The main object of this paper is to elucidate the line of demarca-
tion drawn in 1493 between the Old World and the New by Pope 
Alexander VI. and its modification by treaty the following year. Not 
much has been written upon this subject in English. There is a very 
excellent article by Prof. Edward G. Bourne in the Report of 'the 
American Historical Association for 1891, and a recent volume by Mr. 
Henry Harrisse (Diplomatic History of America, London, 1897), full of 
research, as all his books are; but beyond these the student must have 
recourse to other languages than English if he should seek information 
of value concerning what has been called, somewhat hastily, that "ab-
surd act of assumption." We shall find, on closer inquiry, that we have 
no right to a patent for the idea of an international tribunal of arbitra-
tion. There was one in permanent session in 1493; and, by its de-
cision, war was then averted between the two foremost nations in 
Christendom. We shall see, moreover, that although the ownership of 
half the world was involved war was not then so imminent as it wa|s 
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recently between England and the United States; not because of any-
thing in dispute between them, but on account of a petty territory 
claimed by a third government, and in assertion of a speculative pro-
position in international law of recent invention and doubtful author-
ship. 

The case for Venezuela was based primarily on the Bull of Pope 
Alexander and upon discovery. Without entering into the controversy 
it may be observed, that the argument proves too much ; for the whole 
of the present United States fell within the Spanish demarcation and, 
from where Cabofs voyage ended, the whole coast of the Atlantic was 
first discovered, and ceremonial possession was taken, for Spain. The 
British take their title in Guiana from the Dutch, and the United 
States take their title from the British; so that it is not easy to build 
an argument on discovery and upon the Bull of 1493 without involving 
seme considerable portions of the United States. 

While these questions may however be considered as settled it will 
interest the student to recall the fact that, in these northern seas, the 
line of demarcation was supposed to cut our coast and that Nova Scotia 
and Newfoundland fell to Portugal. This has been incidentally referred 
to in previous papers; but, inasmuch as the papal Bulls of 1493 and 
the Treaty of Tordesillas of 1494 are within the scope of our history, 
it is not lost labour to inquire what these documents were and what was 
their meaning. 

Nothing is more trite than to insist upon the importance of treat-
ing each period of history from its own point of view; but nothing is 
more dififrcu.lt. In recent controversies on early American history it 
has been often forgotten that Western Europe was Roman Catholic 
when America was discovered, and that, although the secular head of 
the Holy Roman Empire had lost his relative importance, the authority 
of its spiritual head was still unchallenged. Latin was, in effect, a 
living language—the living language of the services of the Church and 
a living language for all educated men throughout Europe. The 
Romance languages themselves had not diverged so widely as now, either 
from each other or from their common source; land the barriers of 
nationality were not raised nearly so high then as they are at the present 
day. Those who gibbet Sebastian Cabot as a scoundrel and traitor for 
changing his service, forget that the great sailors of his day changed 
masters without reproach and that soldiers and statesmen frequently 
did the same. No one blames Philippe de Comines, who was born a 
Burgundian subject and served in the council of Charles the Bold, 
for passing over into equally confidential and important employments 
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under his mortal enemy, Louis XI. of France; but Cabot, an Italian, 
born in Venice, is judged as if be bad been a captain in the French 
navy who had sought employment from the Emperor of Germany. 
This is a misleading anachronism, for the present exaggerated antag-
onism of nationalities is of comparatively recent growth and received 
its chief impetus in the religious wars which followed in the sixteenth 
century. 

The same tendency to anachronism has affected the interpretation 
of the old charts. If the early sailors had possessed sufficient know-
ledge they would have made more accurate maps; but they had neither 
the information nor the instruments necessary, therefore the secret of 
longitude was hidden from them. All their longitudinal distances 
were calculated by dead reckoning; and the log line, even, was not in 
use until 1521, but their maps are now ofcen measured in millimetres 
as if they were the products of an admiralty survey. Elaborate argu-
ments have been founded upon the trend of their coast lines, without 
considering that their maps were drawn to compass bearings, and ours 
are always drawn to the true meridian. The conditions of the age in 
which they lived made it possible for the sailors of all the western 
nations to calculate their distances by a uniform customary league ; 
but that league was not the admiralty league of three minutes of the 
Equator nor the English land league of three statute miles. 

The present paper then, although it may have been suggested 
by the Venezuelan controversy, will not discuss the boundary of British 
Guiana. Its object is to throw light upon our own history by a detailed 
examination of the Bulls of Pope Alexander VI. and the pretensions-
based upon them. The distances specified in the Bull and in the treaty 
lead to a discussion of the nautical measures of length in use at that 
time and the Portuguese names still clinging to our coasts bear witness 
to the belief that the line of demarcation cut the northeastern coast of 
America, somewhere in the present province of Nova Scotia. All these 
subjects are of interest, since they bear upon the true interpretation of 
the early maps and the elucidation of the historical geography of our 
Atlantic coast. 

I I . — I N T E R N A T I O N A L L A W I N 1 4 9 3 . 

It has been stated by writers of great weight that Grotius laid the 
foundation of international law as it is now understood. This means 
that, in the application of the principles of international law, references-
seldom go further back than to the exhaustive work of Grotius, pub-
lished at Paris in 1625. It does not mean that international law did 
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not exist before Grotius, or that he originated its principles. The most 
cursory glance at his great work, De Jure Belli, will show that all his 
illustrations were drawn from Greek, Roman and Jewish history, and it 
will be found, on perusal, that his principles are derived from natural 
law or the law of nature as laid down by the Roman lawyers, upon the 
Roman civil law as found in the Corpus Juris, upon the works of the 
more philosophical of the Christian Fathers, upon the Synodical Canons 
recorded in ecclesiastical history and upon the Divine law as revealed 
in the Bible. Grotius does not, himself, pretend to anything else. He 
was born in 1583, ninety years after the discovery of America, and to 
attempt therefore, to pass judgment on the Bull of 1493 in the light of 
our present notions, is an absurd anachronism. Grotius goes further, 
and, while justly claiming the merit of his work, refers to authors who 
had preceded him who, as he says, were "partly Divines and partly 
Doctors of Law." If, therefore, we put aside the conventional law or 
treaty law of nations, it will be seen that modern international law is 
founded on the Roman law and on the Canon law, which latter was 
carried over all Europe by the Roman Church ; for even in England up 
to the time of Edward II I . the Lord Chancellor was always an ecclesi-
astic. In commenting on this point, Sir Henry Maine observes1 that "it 
" i s astonishing how small a proportion the additions made to inter-
na t i ona l law since Grotius's day bear to the ingredients which have 
"been simply taken from the most ancient stratum of the Roman 
" Jus Gentium." This Jus Gentium is the law of nature applicable to 
all human beings, and therefore to nations collectively, and is elo-
quently said by Cicero2 to be "That law which was neither a thing con-
" trived by the genius of man, nor established by any decree 'of the 
"people; but a certain eternal principle, which governs the entire 
"universe, wisely commanding what is right and prohibiting what is 
"wrong Therefore, the true and supreme law, whose commands and 
" prohibitions are equally authoritative, is the right reason of the 
" Sovereign Jupiter." 

These things being so, it is somewhat flippant for the 'London 
Times to characterize the citation of the Bull of 1493, in the Venezuela 
dispute, as "comical" or "absurd." I t was good law pro tanto, for 
where else was there, at that time, a court so competent, by learning or 
tradition, to decide questions which, in their essence, depended on the 
Roman or Canon law as the Court of Rome ? Nor could there, a priori, 
be conceived one more likely to be impartial; for the Pope had no 
sailors through whom he could discover and claim for himself new 
lands. Flings at the private character of Alexander VI. are only pre-
texts for avoiding argument. We have to do with him in this paper 
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only as a geographer and as judge in a court in a secular matter; nor 
have we even to discuss his authority; because he was, at least in this 
case, a court of consensual jurisdiction. The popes could see, as 
Grotius afterwards saw, "such license of going to war as even barbarous 
"nations may be ashamed of, that men take arms greedily for light 
" causes, or none at all." .No one at that time impugned their authority, 
and why should they have recused themselves from an office, or shirked 
a duty, so clearly incumbent on them in their quality as head of the 
Christian commonwealth ? 

The conception was, indeed, lofty and most Christian. The heart 
of every earnest thinker must go forth in sympathy to the man who, 
in the isolation of an autocratic throne, has, in these latter days, 
dreamed such a dream as the institution of a court of supreme inter-
national appeal. Such a position the popes did in fact occupy at the 
period of the discovery of America and, as is pointed out by Bryce,3 

they were excellently fitted for it, by the respect which the sacredness 
of their office commanded; by their control of the tremendous 

" weapons of excommunication and interdict; above all by their ex-
" emption from those narrowing influences of place, or blood or personal 
"interest which it would be their chiefest duty to resist in others." 
For reasons beyond the scope of our argument this was soon to cease; 
but in A.D. 1493, Christendom was still conceived to be an organized 
body of Christian states, of which the Pope was the spiritual head. 
There was, therefore, an innate fitness in the lawyers and doctors of 
the civil and canon law at the Curia Romania to deal with broad ques-
tions of natural and divine law or universal justice extending over inde-
pendent nations. The proceedings at Eome were, in matters of inter-
national interest, not arbitrary but formal and technical; for there 
were resident representatives there of all the powers of Christendom. 
During the period of their power the popes had often helped the weak 
against the strong and had often strenuously laboured for that "truce 
of God," which, even in present times, can alone avert the impending 
Armageddon. We learn from Sir Henry Maine4 that Bentham was so 
impressed with the confusion attending the modern views of right to 
territories by discovery and occupancy, that he went out of his way to 
eulogize this very Bull of Pope Alexander; and Maine himself adds that, 
although praises of any act of papal authority may seem grotesque in 
a writer like Bentham, " i t may be doubted, whether the arrangement 
"of Pope Alexander is absurder in principle than the rule of public 
" law which gave half a continent to the monarch whose servants had 
"fulfilled the conditions required by Boman jurisprudence for the ac-
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" quisitioii of property in a -valuable object which could be covered by 
" the hand." 

Modern diplomacy is not in a position to regard as "comical" or 
"ridiculous" the attempt of the Pope, in 1493, to draw a line of de-
marcation through the ocean in the interests of peace between the only 
powers which were then concerning themselves with discovery and 
extension, for, translated into the very latest diplomatic form of speech, 
it was nothing else than the delimitation of "spheres of influence," 
such as, during the last few years, have resulted in the partition of the 
continent of Africa. The doctrine of "Hinterland," is the old prin-
ciple under a new name. It is the principle which pervaded the old 
charters of the American colonies and made them to extend their 
claims from sea to sea. As it was then, so it is now ; enormous regions 
are being marked off upon the map, regions whither white travellers 
have barely penetrated and containing immense numbers of people who 
have never seen a European. These are being allotted to one power or 
another, without any more rational grounds then were the Western or 
Eastern Indies in 1493 ; and from time to time a Eashoda incident 
crops up to demonstrate the absence of any governing principle. 

I t has been argued that the perfect equality of each sovereign 
state, without regard to its size or strength, is a modern principle of 
international law. That however is doubtful, for it seems in the case 
oi weak nations to depend rather upon the mutual jealousies of the 
greater states. Grotius although, as before stated, he mentioned in 
his preface the names of some of his predecessors in the field of inter-
national law, did not mention Francis a Victoria, a learned theologian 
of Salamanca, who in two chapters of his work, Relectiones Theologicce, 
published first at Lyons in 1559, and then at Salamanca in 1565, went 
far beyond Grotius and even surpassed the writers of the present day 
in his humane and liberal views. The book is very rare, but Hallam 
(Hist. Lit. Vol. 2) gives an account of it and there is a more detailed 
analysis in Salomon's L'Occupation des Territoires sans Maitre. The 
chapters bearing on the present question are those entitled de Indis and 
de Jure Belli, and the fact that such views were at that date publicly 
expressed by an ecclesiastical professor of high repute, is worthy of 
serious attention. He maintained that the Spaniards had no more right 
to the Indies by discovery than the Indians would have had to Spain if 
they had discovered Spain—that, by public and private law, the Indians 
were as justly owners of their own lands as if they were Christians— 
that the Indians did not lose their rights because they were unbelievers, 
since they had not had the opportunity of knowing the true faith— 
that Jews and Saracens who were hostile to Christianity retained their 
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lands and that nominal Christian princes did so also, though their 
morals were often not so good as those of the Indians, and moreover, 
that God bestowed his gifts, as he made his sun to rise and his rain to 
fall, upon the evil and the good. Proceeding with relentless logic, the 
learned professor demonstrated that the Pope could have no possible 
right over the lands of these people, since the dominion of Christ him-
self was spiritual, and, if they were heathen, then still less would be 
the power of the Pope over them; for they would not even be subject 
to his spiritual authority and that no just war could be waged against 
them on that account. These views, as to the power of the Pope in 
matters purely temporal, held as they were in the great Spanish univer-
sity of Salamanca, will be referred to later on ; but at present it must 
be observed that he still made out to justify the Bull of Pope Alexander, 
but by two arguments so modern and "up to date," that they might 
emanate from a Mission Board at New York, or a board of directors at 
London. If, he argues, these Indians allow the missionaries freely to 
preach the gospel and meet their efforts only by indifference, they stand 
in their right; but if they resist with violence or persecute the 
neophytes, there will be a just cause of war. That is the argument for 
the Mission Boards, but the other is no less happy. Every Christian 
nation, he argued, has an absolute right of commerce with every other 
Christian nation and to sail its ships along their coasts; that right 
exists therefore towards every pagan, nation as well, and, if resisted, 
there is also a just cause of war. Now we can see the right of the 
British ships to open the ports of China and the American ships the 
ports of Japan ; but the learned professor of three centuries ago is still 
in advance of us, for we evade his conclusions by coasting laws and 
prohibitive tariffs. If the Chinese and Japanese had admitted our 
ships under similar laws one would like to call back the shade of this 
most excellent ecclesiastic and ask his opinion, whether a prohibitive 
tariff was not a prohibitive law. 

The reference of such territorial questions to the Pope was more-
over rational ; since geographical knowledge was nowhere cultivated 
with so much curiosity and intelligence as at Rome, because of the 
universality of the claims of the Roman See. The Canon law required 
the attendance of bishops, at definite intervals, at the Court of Rome, 
and they were bound to make certain reports through their metro-
politans. By these channels the Popes became, on geographical 
matters, the best informed men in Europe. 

Upon this subject there has been a great deal of ad captandum 
writing; for, while it is quite true that current opinion in the middle 
ages upon geography was crude and absurd, it is also true that the 
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doctrine of the sphericity of the earth, as taught by the Greek geo-
graphers, was held by the greater minds within the Church and never 
authoritatively rebuked. Herein is the essential unfairness of books like 
President Andrew D. White's Warfare of Science. He holds the Roman 
Church responsible for the sputterings of Cosmas Indieopleustes. But 
that irritable religionist was not a churchman by training, and, although 
in late life he became a monk in Egypt, he was a merchant, a traveller 
and a sailor for the greater part of his life—he was never a priest. His 
travels were extensive and his observations upon what he actually saw 
were valuable; but his Christian Topography was written in Greek, in 
the time of Justinian. To make the Roman Church responsible for 
his extravagances is not fair disputation. The belief in the sphericity 
•of the earth was by no means general in Greek and Roman times. The 
Epicureans laughed at it as a vagary of Pythagoras, and those who, in 
all ages, are called "common-sense people," did not believe it any more 
than Cosmas,—though they might have been pagans. In Chapter YII. 
of Plutarch's , treatise, On the Apparent Face in the Moon's Orb, the 
theory is ridiculed by one of the speakers. No doubt in the middle ages, 
as in ancient times, the belief was common that the world was flat; 
but it was not a doctrine of the church. The passage so often cited 
from St. Augustine5 merely states that even "if it be supposed or 
" scientifically demonstrated that the world is of a round and spherical 
" form, it does not logically follow that the other side of the world is 
" peopled, seeing that nobody has been there to see and that it may be 
" all water or, if indeed land, may be bare of inhabitants." The logic 
is unanswerable and the general opinion was that there were no anti-
podes ; though Columbus, than whom there never was a more fervent 
Catholic, held to the contrary. There were two systems current. One 
held, with Pomponius Mela to the notion of a southern hemisphere 
separated from ours by an ocean impassable from heat, and the other 
held with Ptolemy, the belief in a southern continent extending from 
Africa to Eastern Asia and inclosing the Indian Ocean. During the 
dissolution and re-crystallization of society there was very little oppor-
tunity to think about science and, for the masses, the times were in-
deed dark ; but, and the exception is fatal to President White's thesis, 
such science as there was existed in the cloister alone; and that of 
necessity was the case, for there, in those turbulent days, was the sole 
refuge for a quiet thinker and in the church was the only career for a 
man of great intellect but of humble bir th; because the highest posi-
tion in it was not limited by class or race or family. Thus it came 
about that the church attained such power and that with the exception 
of our own Alfred, laymen, left so slight a record in the world of letters. 
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There was nothing to prevent them becoming scholars had they been 
so inclined. Albert the Great, Bishop of Bollstadt, lectured publicly 
at Cologne, and recorded in his writings his belief in the existence of 
antipodes. So did Friar Bacon and, from his writings, Cardinal 
d'Ailly adopted similar opinions. The Imago MuncLi of d'Ailly was the 
abiding solace of Columbus in his passionate struggles and it was also 
the chief source of his cosmological knowledge; since from it, chiefly,, 
he gathered his knowledge of the theories and conclusions of the Greek 
and Arabian geographers. I t is not true that the theories of Columbus-
were antagonized especially by churchmen. On the contrary, the-
Dominican monks 'at Salamanca were in advance of the lay pro-
fessors in their scientific views. Those who mainly assisted Columbus 
to obtain access to the Catholic sovereigns were Fray Juan Perez (Fran-
ciscan) Prior of La Rabida, Fray Hernando Talavera (Dominican) 
Prior of Prado and Confessor to the Queen, Fray Diego Deza, Pro-
fessor of Theology at Salamanca, and Cardinal de Mendoza, who was-
a minister of the Crown. It was not the scholars nor the churchmen,. 
qua churchmen, who opposed Columbus; but the "clear headed prac-
tical common sense folk," of all classes; supported by the men, and 
they are not all dead yet, who have an infallible gift for finding their 
own notions in the Scriptures. Writing in 1498, from St. Domingo to 
the King and Queen, Columbus expresses, his gratitude; "all others," he 
writes, "who had thought of the matter, or heard it spoken of, unani-
"mously treated it with contempt, with the exception of two friars,, 
"who always remained constant in their belief in its practicability." 

I t is no part of the object of this paper to discuss the beliefs and. 
dogmas of the church ; but it is due to geographical science to say that 
it is simply untrue that Pope Alexander, as President White asserts,. 
(Warfare of Science, Appleton, 1876, p. 19) laid down "a line of de-
"marcation upon the earth as upon a flat disk," and it will be seen, 
as we proceed, that it is also untrue that " this was hailed as an exercise 
" of divinely illuminated power in the church" (p. 20). Globes were 
not in the least uncommon then. The year Columbus sailed, Martin 
Behaim made a large globe still to be seen at Nuremburg. Long before 
that (in 1474) Columbus had sent a globe to Toscanelli at Florence, 
and we read of a globe before 1497 upon which John Cabot taught 
his son the properties of the sphere. I t may readily be supposed that 
all the globes then in existence are not spoken of in the books. I t is 
not necessary to think, moreover, with Mr. Harrisse6 that the Pope was 
probably basing his partition upon a plane chart, when he sent the Bull 
to the Spanish monarchs. It was quite unnecessary, because the line was-
clearly enough indicated—north and south, from pole to pole, one 
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hundred leagues from the Azores or other Portuguese islands. The 
new discovery of necessity destroyed the value of all previous charts 
and it was not in the least necessary that the Pope, or his lawyers, 
should waste any portion of the very short time spent in preparing the 
Bull in measuring off a hundred leagues upon a chart of any kind. As 
for President White's "flat disk," the very words of the Bull, "from the 
"Arctic pole to the Antarctic pole," preclude the notion. 

Again the popes were, in geographical questions, of necessity in 
advance of their age; for, during the thirteenth and fourteenth cen-
turies, they had been sending envoys—simple monks for the most 
part—to the far east to the Tartar emperors, who had. broken down the 
barriers of Mohammedan exclusiveness, and in that way their knowledge 
of the world had been greatly extended. Moreover, they favoured geo-
graphical study. The first translation of Ptolemy into Latin, in 1409, 
was dedicated to Pope Alexander Y. Pope Nicholas Y. commanded the 
first translation of Strabo, and the first printed edition was dedicated 
to Pope Paul II. In 1478, the first complete edition of Ptolemy was 
published and it was printed at Rome and dedicated to Pope Sixtus IY. 
iEneas Sylvius, afterwards Pope Pius II., wrote a work on cosmography 
and a copy still exists with annotations on the margin in the admiral's 
own handwriting. The Decades of Peter Martyr are mostly letters to 
popes to keep them informed of the discoveries being made by Spanish 
and Portuguese sailors, f o r these and many other reasons a question 
of cosmography could, at that time, be decided better at Rome than 
anywhere else. 

Whatever be their form, the true nature of these Bulls is an award 
and not a donation; for they are all drawn subject to a right by dis-
covery. The respective "spheres of influence" of Spain and Portugal 
were delimited; but the grant to Spain is made "upon condition that 
f| no other Christian king or prince has actual possession of the islands 
"land mainlands found or that shall be found" before the Christmas 
last past. 1 Nor need the learned President take exception to the words, 
| of our own free will and certain knowledge and in the plenitude of 
"our apostolic power." There are similar words in all documents of 
that nature by others than popes, for instance, in the patent and rati-
fication of privileges to Columbus (April 23, 1497), after stating in the 
preamble that the power of the sovereigns is derived from 8 God alone, 
"whose place they supply in temporal affairs," the grant reads "of our 
" own proper motion, certain knowledge and royal absolute power." 
The wording is nearly identical and so is the material form; for it is a 
lay Bull, "sealed with a leaden seal hanging by threads of coloured silk.'' 
The principle is the same in the wording of such documents even now. 
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The authority is usually referred to and in a republic would read—in 
virtue of the authority committed to me by the people, etc., etc. It is 
merely the substitution of the will of the majority for Divine Providence. 

In despite of the form of donation it will appear that, even in 
those days, the title went by discovery. The reason of the request for 
the special Bull is shown later 6n, and we learn from Herrera that, 
when asking for it, the Catholic sovereigns did not compromise their 
prerogative; but stated that "most learned scholars in Spain thought 
" that the application for a grant of territory already in their possession 
"was unnecessary." No other decision was open to the Pope, seeing 
that Spain gave clear proof of discovery and of possession taken. These 
circumstances are recited in the Bull. In those days, title by discovery 
required a formal taking possession in the name of the sovereign with 
ceremonies, frequently of a religious character, as well as by unfurling 
and saluting a flag. There has been very little change in succeeding 
years. As the European nations began to overflow and unoccupied 
regions were seized, the extent of territory covered by a settlement grew 
narrower, but the presently existing doctrine of "effectual occupation" 
was not formulated until the conference at Berlin, in 1884, when Ger-
many waked up to the fafct that the world had been almost occupied 
while she had been busy in consolidating her national unity. There 
is not so much "presumption" in the Bull as in the charter of Henry 
VII. to Cabot three years later. He granted power to "saile to all parts, 
" countreys, and seas of the East, of the West and of the North, to 
" seeke out, discover and finde whatsoever isles, regions, etc., of the 
"heathen and infidels whatsoever they be and in what part of the 
"worlde soever they be." Then Henry gives the grantees power to 
" subdue, occupy and possess all such townes, cities, castles and isles of 
" them found, which they are to occupy and possess as our vassals, etc., 
" giving unto us the rule, title and jurisdiction of the same villages, 
"townes, etc., and flrme land so found," and in the same lofty style 
Henry disposes of the regions to be discovered as if they were his 
property or his by right of his Crown. An unprejudiced comparison 
will compel the admission that Pope Alexander was the less "arrogant 
and presumptuous" of the two ; for he at least assigned a defensible 
reason; namely, the conversion of the infidels and the carrying of the 
gospel into all lands. This, in fact, it was his proper function to see to ; 
for he was at the head of the only mission board then in existence. 
For centuries after it was not thought that a non-Christian people were 
capable of sovereignty and proprietorship. Indeed, the question is 
hardly settled yet in the case of pagan nations. I am not discussing 
the principle; I am simply asserting that it still survives, and that in 


